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The COVID-19 Pandemic in the U.S. Disproportionately Affects 
Communities of Color

Interplay of clinical 
characteristics and social 

determinants of health puts 
minority communities at high 

risk for COVID-19 
complications

Å Heart Disease 

Å Hypertension

Å Diabetes

Å Lung Disease
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Among some racial and ethnic minority groups, evidence 
points to higher rates of hospitalization or death from 
COVID-19 than among non-Hispanic white persons.
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CDC, National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS),National Vital Statistics System, 2019; 

Yan R, et al., Science, 2020. 2
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Addressing a History of Mistrust in Research and Health Care System 

Black adults are much less likely to say they 
would get a vaccine than other Americans

Å 42% of Black adults (10% increase since Sept.) 

Å 61% of White adults (9% increase since Sept.)

Å 63% of Hispanics (7% increase since Sept.)

Å 83% of Asian Americans (11% increase since Sept.)

Trend holds even for those who regularly get 
a flu vaccine. Of these:

Å 33% of Black Adults would not seek COVID-19 vaccine

Å 15% of White Adults would not seek COVID-19 vaccine

KFF/The Undefeated Survey on Race and Health 2020; Pew Research Center 2020

άwŜŎǊǳƛǘƛƴƎ .ƭŀŎƪ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ǘǊƛŀƭǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ 
severe mistrust of the federal government and heightened 
ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ƛƴƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳƛŘŀōƭŜ ǘŀǎƪΦέ

New York Times, October 7, 2020



Current 11 NIH CEAL States

CEAL sites identified by:
Å Disproportionately affected communities
Å Leveraging existing community-engaged research in 

high-risk COVID-19 communities

Leveraging and expanding engagement by:
Å Focused COVID-19 awareness & education research
Å Partnering with Community-based organizations &

trusted community partners

Addressing COVID-19 Disparities with Community Engagement

4


